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1 do is fometimcs ufed fuperfiuoufiy, as, /do love-, 1 
did love ; {imply for I love, ox I loved -, but this is confi- 
de! ed as a vitious mode of fpeech. 

It is fometimcs ufed emphatically ; as, 

I do Icve thee, and when / love thee not , 

Chaos is come again. Sliakefpeare. 

It is frequently joined with a negative j as, I like her, 
hut I do not love her-, I wifhed him fucccfs , hut did not 
help him . 

The Imperative prohibitory is feldom applied in the 
fecund perfon, at leaf! in profe, without the word do -, 
as, Stop him , hut do not hurt him ; Praije beauty , hut do 
not dote on it. 

Its chief ufe is in interrogative forms of fpeech, in 
which it is ufed through all the perfons ; as. Do I live? 
Doth thou Jlrikeme? Do they rebel? Did I complain? 
Didft thou love her ? Did jhe die ? So likewife in nega- 
tive interrogations ; Do I not yet grieve ? Did flee not die ? 

Do is thus uled only in the fimple tenfes. 

There is another manner of conjugating neuter verbs, 
which, when it is ufed, may not improperly denominate 
them neuter pajfives, as they are in lie died according to 
the pafTive form by the help of the verb fuftantive to he. 
They anfwer nearly to the reciprocal verbs in French ; 
as, 

I am rifen , furrexi, Latin ; Te me fuis leve, French. 

I teas walked out, exieram ; J e m’etois promcnc. 

In like manner we commonly exprefs the preTent tenfe ; as, I am 
going, «. J am grieving, Joho. She is dying, ilia motif ttr, The 
tempeft is ragingj ftrit otella. I am puiiuing an enemy, h'Jiem 
t'rfequsr. So the other tenfes, as, Wt w-r -it Irvyyf^-'* 
/ k<ru' bun walking, I } u i bun watting, 1 flmtt or * ull 

be Chalking. 

I here is another manner of ufing the a&ive participle, which 
gives it a paiJive /ignification ; as, J he grammar is now printing, 
gyamm&hm jdm nunc charth imprimtiur. The brafs is foiging, err a 
ixmduntur. I his is, in my opinion, a vitious exj reflion, pro. 
bably corrupted from a phrafe more pure, but now feme what obfo 
lece : 1 he boeft u a printings '7 be br&fa is a forging j a being properly 

a/, and printing and forging verbal nouns i-gnifying iidion, according 
to the analogy of this language. * 

The indicative and conjunctive moods are by modem writers fre- 
quently confounded, or rather the corjtmdtve is wholly neglefted, 
when feme convenience ot verfiiic ition does not invite its revival. It 
is ufed among the purer writers after f though, ere, be fere, •wbtth 
except, imlefs, -tt kai/oerjcr, w.1 m teTcr, and words of wifhing ; 
Doubtit s thu art our father, though Abraham be ignorant oj us y 
If ad acknowledge us not. 


as, 

and 


Of Irregular Verbs, 

The Englifii verbs were divided by Ben Johnfon into 
four conjugations, without any reafon arifing from the 
nviture of the language, which has properly but one 
conjugation, fuch as has been exemplified ; from which 
all deviations are to be confnlcred as anomalies, which 
are indeed in our monofy liable Saxon verbs and the 
verbs derived from them very frequent ; but almoft all 
the verbs which have been adopted from other languages, 
follow the regular form. ° ’ 

Our verbs a e obfcrvcd by Dr. Wallis to be irregular only in the 
formation of' the preterite, and it< participle. Indeed, in the fcanti- 

nds of our conjugation-, there is Icarcdy any other place for irre- 
gulaxity. 

1 'he firft irregularity, is a flight deviation from 
the regular form, by rapid utterance or poetical con 
traftion : the la£t f> liable ed is often joined with the 
former by fuppreffion of e ; as, lov'd lor loved-, alter 
c, ch, Jh, f. A, x, and after the confunants J] th , when 
more ilrongly pronounced, and fometimes * after m, n, 
r, if preceded by a ftiort vowel, / is ufed in pronun- 
ciation, but very feldom in writing, rather chan d ; as 
plac't,Jmtch't, fifh't , wak't, dwelt, fmtl't ; for plac'd 
fnati hd, fif'd, % rak'd, dwel'd, fmel'd-, or placed, fnatchcd, 
ft/hed, waked, dwelled, fuelled. 

Thole words which terminate in / or U, or p, make 
eir preterite in t, even in folemn language ; as crept, 
fell, dwelt fometimes after .v, ed is changed into / I 
as, vext : this is not ronftant. 

A long vowel is often changed into a fhortone ; thus, 
kept, fiept , wept, crept, fwepi Hum the verbs, to keep, 
to Jlecp, to weep, to rr.cp, to fioeep. 

Where d or t go before, the additional letter d or t, 
in tins contrac ted foim, toalcice into one letter with the 
radical i* o, . . if & were the radical, clrev coalclce into t - 


but if d were the radical, then into d or t , as the one or 
the other letter may be more eafily pronounced : as 
read, led, fpread. fed, (bred, hid, bid, chid , fed, bled, bred 
fped, find, rid ; from the verbs, to read , to lead, to 
fpread, to fed, to fread, to lid, to hide, to chide, to feed, 
to bleed, to breed, to fpeed, to fride, to fide, to ride. 
And thus, cafl, hurt, cofi, burfl, cat , beat, fweat, ft 
quit, fait, writ, bit , hit, met, foot ; from the verbs, to 
cafi, to hurt, to cofi, to burp, to cat, to beat, to fweat 
to ft, to quit, to ftute, to write, to bite, to hit, to meet 
to foot. And in like manner, lent , font , rent, girt • 
from the verbs, to lend, to fend, to rend, to gird. 

The participle preterite or paflive is often formed in 
en, inilead of ed-, as been, taken, given, fain, known 
from the verbs to be, to take, to give, to Jlay , to know. 

Many words have two or more participles, as not 
only written, bitten, eaten , beaten, hidden , chidden, fat- 
ten, chofen , broken ; but likewife writ, bit, eat, beat, 
hid, chid, foi, cbofe, broke, are proinifcuoufly ufed m 
the participle, from the verbs to write, to bite, to eat, 
to beat, to hide , to chide, to foot, to chocje , to break, 
and many fuch like. 

In the fame manner /own, fewn, hewn, mown, 
leaden, laden, as well as /ow'd, few'd, hm'd, mow'd, 
loaded, laded, from the verbs to fow, to few, to bew, 
to mow, to load, or lade. * 

> Concerning thefe double participles it is difficult to 
give any rule j but lie fhall feldom err who remembers, 
that when a verb has a participle diftin& from its pre- 
terite, as write, wrote, written, that diflintfc participle 
is more proper and elegant, as She book is written, is 
better than fhe book is wfute, though wrote may be uled 
in poetry. 

There are other anomalies in the preterite, 
i. Win, [pin, begin, faint, ftrike, fick, flag, fling, fling, 
ring, wring, fpnng, /wing, dunk, fmk, fhrink, fink, 
come, run, find, bind, grind , wind, both in the pre- 
terite imperfect and participle paffive, give wen, fpun, 
begun, fwum, flruck, fiuck, fung , flung, flung, rung, 
wiung, fprung, fasting , drunk, funk, frunk, hung , come, 
sum, found, bound , ground, wound. And molt of them 
are alio formed in the preterite by a, as began, rang, 
frig-, fprang, drank, came, ran, and Jome others ; but 
mofl: of thefe are now obfolecc. Some in the participle 

paflive Jikewilc take en, as firicken, flrucken, drunken, 
bean den. 

h ght, teach , reach, feek, befeech, catch, but, brin%, 
nk, work, make fought, taught, r aught, fought, be - 
j ought, caught, bought, brought, thought, wrought. 

But a great many of theie retain likewife the regular 
form, as t cached, reached, befeeched, catched, worked. 

3. Take, fake, forfakt, wake , awake, fund, break, 

Jlf a •> Lf-fl-t, fear, /wear, tear, weave, cleave, Jhive, 
t uve, unve, fine, rife, arife, finite, write , bide, abide, 
71 ^ choofe, chafe, tread, get, beget, forget, feethe, make 
in ot 1 pietente and participle took , forfook, woke , 
awoke, flood, broke, j poke , bore, fore, (wore, tort, 
won, wove, dove, drove, throve, drove, fane, reft, 
at qfe, J mote , wrote, bode, abode, rode, cbofe, trade, %ot, 
fff‘ ’ f°d. But we lay likewile, thrive, rife , 

J'pd amd, nd. In the preterite fome are 

likewife formed by a, as brake, fpake, bare , jhart, 
Jfaii taie, ware, t lave, gat, begat, for gat, and per- 
haps fome others, but more rarely. In the parti- 
ciple paffive are many of them formed by en, as 
taken, fljaken, forfh.ii, broken, fpoken, born, flmn, 
jweru, torn worn, woven, eleven, thriven , driven , rifen , 
f i e f pduen, chofen , trodden , gotten, begotten, forgot* 
ten, Jodden. And many do likewife retain the analogy 

fo cW \^heT kCd ' aWaked% Stared, weaved, leaved, 

4. Cave, b d, fit, make in the preterite gave, bade, 
in both 1 fad P " rtlClple palTlve> &^ en -> bidden, 'fit ten -, but 

jj 5 ‘aP' t ‘ r "'' S ron p throw. How, crow like a cock, 
ti'i ?*/“* V' make their preterite d ew, knew, grew, 

Ip’ a r w ' fi». ‘V l iheir 

‘tTflri /T’ *». km htTom 

fnc r P ti& ;r ^ —• r ~» *= «« -* 
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rjccefTary to cnqfttrc hoW denvaitvc worn, arc utu^u 
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pnintrves, and how the primmyes are L™ rowed ^on» oUi« lan 
luaw-. In this enquiry J fhall kync-uiues copy fr 11 
fometimes endeavour to iupply his detects, and rectify hiscirours. 


Nouns are derived from verbs, ' 

T he thing implied in the verb as done or produced, 

is commonlv either the prefent ol the verb i ns to * ove ’ 
love-, to fright, a fright ; to fight, a .fight; or tne pre- 
terite of the verb, as, to ftrike, 1 ftrick or tirook, a/fme. 

The addon is the fame with the participle prefent, as 

loving, frighting , fighting, fir iking. 

The awe nr, or perfon adting, is denoted by the fyl- 
3 able & added to the verb, as lover, fighter , jlrikcr. 

Subftantives, adjectives, and fometimes other parts 
of fpeech, are changed into verbs: in which cafe the 
vowel is often lengthened, or the confonant foftened ; 
as, a houfe, to botefe ; brafs, to braze-, giafs, to glaze 
ffrafs, to graze ; price, to prize breath, to breathe -, a 
blh, toff-, oyl, to oyl -, further, to further-, forward, 

to forward \ hinder, to hinder. 

Somct rues the termination en is added, efpecially to 
adje&ivts ; a:., lnfte, to haften length, to lengthen-, 
ftrength to flrengtben -, fhort, to fhorten -, fa ft, to faflen -, 
white, to whiten-, black, to blacken -, hard, to harder.-, 
fait, to [often. 

From fublhintives are formed adjectives of plenty, by 
adding the termination y j as, a loufe, loujy wealth, 
wealth Iiealth, healthy might, mighty worth, 
wordy -, wit, witty -, hill, lufty water, watery j earth, 
earthy i wood, a wood, woody, air, airy \ a heart, 
hearty ; a hand, handy. 

From fubftaritives are formed adjedlives of plenty, by 
adding the termination ful, denoting abundance ; as, 
joy, joyful-, fruit, fruitful-, youth, youthful care, care- 
ful-, tile, tiff id delight, delightful plenty, plentiful -, 
:!p, helpful. 

Sometimes, in almoft the fame fenfe, but with fome 
of diminution thereof, the termination feme is 
added, denoting fomething, or in fome degree ; as, de- 
light, delight fome gam e, game fome-, irk, irkfime ; bur- 

den, bur dm fme trouble, troublefome ; light, lightfoine ; 
hand, hand fome ; a’one, lonefome -, toil, teilfomc. 

Cm the contrary, the termination lefs added to fub- 
ftantives, imi.es adjedlives fignifying want as wortb- 
Lfs, wit lefs, heart lefs, joylefs, carelefs, helpkfs. Thus 
comloit, comfortlefs -, fap, faplefs. 

Priva tion or contrariety is very often denoted by the 


&71 
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i ** ^ 

1 1 C l , 


to many 


vi s, or in before 


v, rds ! derived from the Latin ; as, pleafant, unpleafant-, 
wife, ; profitable, unprofitable-, patient, impa- 

tient. 1 hus unworthy , unhealthy, unfruitful, win f ful, 
and many more. 

^ The original English privative is an ; but as »ve often borrow from 
tilt Latin, or its delceudanu, words alread 1 - iigmfying pnv.uion, .is 
r*v.ir ; cH/, tmptoia, inJtpncti, the infcparablc particles w and in 
L‘ v "‘ 1 l lto Cunfufion, from whifch it is not eafy to difcntanvls 

tniim* ^ 

l is prefix jJ to 1 woi'Jfi originally Engliih, as untrue, untruth* 

tint y Hi uni a ntyome* 

I t; s prefixed to all participiea maoe prir live adjectives, as utt- 
J&Ct *fg, ti'U Mutt dtd, uzdsLg fted, &r*:n;ifarsk 

L , ought never to be preliv-d \ a paniople prefent, to n- ar k a 
forbearance of atlion, as urj:g» tug, but a privation of habit, As 

In it prefixed to moil fublUntircs which have an En-1ifh te-nlnn 
•ion, at unftrtikycf,, mpe/cantti, which, if they have borrowed 




tCFiiji flat .on 5-^ Idix-C in Or i }s: y n* fiFtittty* itnptrje 

ch ltfy i uK#£ive 9 htadivity. ' ; 


cltci 


lifti. I tan! /j, f/J ■ 


commonly prefix un , as utq Ar.c, 'ungallant. 

. The prepofitivc particles^ and mis, derived from the 
ucs and mss of die French, iignity almoft the fame aS un - 
yet rather imports contrariety than privation, fince it 

f^ trS t0 thc .V atin L P rc P ulkl0n ds - Mis infinuates 
feme error, and for the molt part may be rendered by 

the Latin worth male or perpertim. To like, to diflike- 

;XT; d f°T r ' 5°' lour - t(J grace, to difon/ur, to 
'* “ 1 fo to dijdeign • chance, hap, m [chance. 


mifhctp ; 
trnfufe ■, 



to take, to mi flak -, deed, miff cedi to uie, fo 
to employ, to mifemptoy -, to a; p.v, to ,-ij 

Words derived from Latin written with de or dts re- 
tain the fame fignification. as difltngufh, mftmguo ; 
traSt, detraho i defame, defame ; detain , detineo, 

The termination ly added to iubffontms, and fome- 
times to a djediives, forms adjecTives that import fome 
kind of fimilitude or agreement, being formed by con* 

t raft ion of lick or hke> , t , 

A crjantj giant !y y giantlike > earth, earthly \ hCE\en# 

heavenly ; world, worldly ^ God, ged'y ; good, gmdy* 
Tlie fame termination ly added to adjectives, foj ms 
adverbs of like fignification ; as, beautiful, beautifully* 
iVeet, fwaily ^ that is, ^ ^ with jome 

degree of fwettnefs. t . 

1 he termination tjh added to adjecltvc^, impoi ts di- 
minution^ and added to fubflantives, inipoits fimili- 
tude or tendency to a character 5 as, green, grccniJIj^ 
white, znhitijh \ foil, foftijb ; a tlnei, t^feolfb , a 

wohijh % a child, chtfdtjh * * 

We have forms of diminutives in fubftantives, though 
not frequent , as, a hill, a hillock* a cock, a c ochre l * a 
pike, pickrel * this is a French termination ; a goofo, 
a %oJUng \ this is a German termination : a lamb, & 
lambkin \ a chick, a chicken ; a man, a manikin ; a pipej 
a pipkin ; and thus Hal kin , whence the patronimiek 
Hawk: ns, Wilkin , Ihmkin* and others* 

Vet Hill there is another form of diminution "mong the Engliih* 
by iehening the found iieli, efpecially of vowels ; a there i- a Jo un 
of augmenting them by enlargrng, or even lengthening it; and that 
fomet mes not fo much by change of the letter , or their pronun- 
ciation; as, fup, fp, foppy ffif, jtfpcfj where, beildes the cxairuationi 
of the vowel 3 there i added the b rent h terminaiiDn '/ ; I hp , 
fpii* fpfhut j t&ie , babu livofsy , fSwxif ; gre&t pronounced >png, eipecr- 
ally if with a Jiionger found, grtdt'i ; pttle pronounced long, **v-/ f ; 
tt ?ig * tQng y iirpuiLt a fucLeihon of nnallcr ard then ejre.ictr 

founds ; and A> in jtftgU* jtwgU, CngLf ia-tgit* and map/ other mada 
words. 

Much f.*fywc*ver of this is arbitrary ami fane if dt’j.£dJi?v *w*K>*iy on 
oral utterance , and therefore j'carcdy 'll art ip the notice cj iraMs, 

Of concrete adjectives are made a b (tract fi.ibftan- 
tives, by adding the termination refs, and a lew in 
hood or head, noting Character or qualities ; a*, white, 
whitenef hard, bardnefs ; great, greatnefs fkilful, 
fkdfulmfs, unjlilftilnefs godhead, manhood, maidenhead, 
widowhood, knighthood, prieftbood, likelihood , fa If el cod. 

There are other abftracts, partly derived Irotn ad- 
jectives, and partly from verbs, whk h are formed hy 
the addition of the termination th, a final 1 change be- 
ing fometimes made; as, long, length-, ftrong, Jirength ; 
broad, wide, breadth, width deep, depth ; true, truth-, 
warm, warmth ; dear, dearth flow, flowtb ; merry, 
mirth ; heal, health ; well, weal, wealth dry, drought h ; 
young, youth ; and fo moon, month . 

lake theie are fume words derived from verbs ; dy, 
deaths till, tilth ; grow, growth ; mow, later mowtb, 
alter movftb ; commonly fpoken and written later math , 
alter math ; fleal ,flealth-, bear, birth ; rue, ruth ; and 
probably earth from to ear or plow fly, flight ; wefoh, 
weigh; ■, fray , fright-, to draw, draught. 

P 

Theie fhoiiid rather be written friglflh , onlv chat cultom 

prev. |] . Jell b Jhould be twice repeated* 

I he fame form retain faith, Jf-gH, 'ureatle, watb, br*d\ frtth* 

™f b ' wrl K iuigl! t and the like, vvhoteprnivitim are 

either entirety obfolcte, or lei do m occur* Perhaps they are derived 

ftomfy orfj, Jpry\rw7y, *utreak, bredkS i mviv, fry, hray i fay t <wirk. 

Sor*"e ending in Jhip imply an office, employment, 
nr condition $ as, k ngfhip* wardjhip , guardianjhf , part- 
mrjhip* JicwardJkip ktadftsip* hrdjhip* 


Thus- <vjcrjrtp y that is, ndd&ribjhip $ whence *tvorfiipf . /, ty 




Some few ending in dom, rick , wick, do efpecially de- 
note dominion, at lead (late or condition ; as kingdom, 
dukedom, earldom, princedom, popedom, chrlftendom, free- 
asm, wifdom, whoredom, biflooprick, bailywick. 

Mein and age are plainly French terminations, and 
are of the fame import with us as among them, fcarcely 

ever occuring, except in words derived from the French, 
as commandment , ufage, 

* Ther# 
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